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that to return to our Communion is to make a ſtep towards 
Rane, to jOYu Company- with thoſe-rhar-are pothg thither. 
For this conceir once cretrain'd, a Miniſter of the Church 
of E-glud is a diiguiled Emitlary of the Komiſh Church ; and. 
all the Arguments and Periwaſions he ofters tor Conformity, 
are recciv'd no bertzr, than it he was endeavouring te per- 
vert to the Papal Superiticion. I we ipcakuo them of the 
Common Prayer, they think of the Mas 3- and while"we 
diſcourſe to them of the firnels and lawfulnefs of kneeling 
ar the Communion , they imagine a__ clic bur the 
Worthip of the Hoſt, and the Doftrine of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation. | 


By whoſe Malice and Artifiae focver this Prejudice has 
been rais'd and cheriſtvd ; they, we muſt confeſs, have gain'd 
their point by it- They have ſtope the and blinded the 
Eycs of that otherwiſe would know me voice of thei; 
_ The [o__ # 4 = delervedly po 
apain , 1 ve to tarn t 

CE Church of the Reenmaien : And they 

ve hadthe pleaſure to put her under the molt (cnfible atfit- 

_=—_ —_ 4 hr —— —_ _—_ and 

aring reckon'd amongſt openly and 
ſo jultly condemn'd. . 


> mr ogy how far this Prejudice has prevail'd, 
and with what fuccels ; tho' indecd it is a conceir fo unlikely 
and inconſiſtent, ms Wo a A —_ 
perſon ſhould have entertain'd it : And did not _ ler 
us know what grob abfurdiries may hnd credit wit the ig- 
norant, it would be very hard two imagine how any belicf 
ſhould be given to ſuch an impoſlibility. Tranſubſtantia- 
tion it (elf being as conceivable a thing, as thara Proceſtant, 
really of our Church, ſhould be a Papiſt roo-; and any 
cther contradiftion as calily reconcil'd as that. 


Neither can they fairly obje&t Ignorance and Implicice 
ng fred gn feeble 
the Proteſtant Religion, as not to ſee it in our Church ; and 


____ ” Ts 


. —_— 
ans themſelves to their Teachers fo far, as with che 
Aired» an with which the 


nc apart to call ir 


So Caulſcleb, I hops, and Groundlefs will this miſchievous 
Calumny appear to all thoſe that ſhall conſider; and all chole 
who will be w ts conſider, chat do nor wiltully chulc 
Reform'd Church, 

Retormuation. 


whole 

would no be tound inoran of the el 

err as they OEEOY high] =I 
_ to their Drerhren g 1 nor uilry of the 

what they would be t dB . 
be in them any love of = any care of Juſtice, and ren- 
dernels of Conſcience, any concern for the publick caulc 
and our common Religion , let them think of theſe 
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As 
on 


_— ” WE mQqCCr rr CERES 


car, EE ir on the Houſe top ; that like a City fer 
a 


; upon a the one fide, 
| as Rome it ſelf, with its ſeven Hills, has been on the 
other ; and has as remarkably oppoy'd the Errors of that 

4? a new 

he Church con- 


- 
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and by their Deaths z; who have 
heat of the day; who have felc the 
kerceſt rage of the Enemy, and havercrurn'd them the dead- 
lieſt wounds; who have been foremoſt ſtill in all encounters, 
all along in the laſt ago, and in our own, the famous and the 
Victorious Champions of the Proteſtant Cauſe 2 If this Church, 
and Sn er (20 ne made in our Sn 
ter repeated | Us " atcer is 
zealous oppolition ery, anibe vrieedet Piney: 
as well on the other fide may the Decrees of the Council of 


One would imagine from the ſuſpitions ot theſe men that 
traduce 1s, that there was ſome [mall inconfiderable diffc- 


For let all the y of Proteſtane Conteſhons be conſult- 
ed, and fce if we are not of the Harmony, and our Articles 
do not conſpire with theirs, if ours are not as pomp 
diretly to the Roman Church ; it can be 
any hopes of- reconciling us, ſooner than of reconciling 


Fore there are of the Proceſtants that retain not ſome 


| d: If they could once allow 

their Tranſabſtantiarion, Idotarry of Ge. if they could 

endure their iti en OPT 

pp a lictle Ancient Ordcr and rec:iv'd Decency 
were that all, would as ſoon return to Kowe as We: 


Nothing can make an honeſt man ſulpeft our Church of 
Popery, but his Ignorance what Popery is. He may take all 
that to be Popiſh Which the Papiſts do and belicvc ; and 
ſume thoſe guilry of their Superſtitions, who do not di 
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h abominably 


in all 


Rome is Chriſtian, (till 
to run contrary to her 


our 
their Scri- 


_ Saviour 


that by this Rule we muſt lay aſtdc 
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by 


the be Ne himſelt ; 4 


hat if we take what the Pope pro- 


her, it is infinitely more dangerous to - 
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grols and roger 


rr} n gon than to 
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T taken whatev umpos'd 4 
Tong are ken rays hare was impor ane 


s Word, or | 
was otherwile propog'd, and yer to it. Such errors | 


Bat tho* noching is to be enjoyn'd as neccflary to Salva- 
tion, bar what God himſelf, the Author of our Salvation, 
has we are not to think that no circumſtance is 
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need 
this one Italian Faſhion. Bur took it up from carlicr 
and more Popery, then the Minilters, 
then the Citizzns, the Lawyers, or the Judges Garments. 
we placed ym 11 it, attribu- 


L 


is, cither > rae: The 
AI SID ESA 
t W eccive it, as When immec- 
diaaty'y os Cranes, it is Llevarci, and ſhewn to 
t for that purpoſe by the Pricſt. Burt we that Kneel 
when we Recerve the Communion, Kneel not TO IT, 
but 4T IT. And what Poſture can there be firter for 


in che _ Ads 

the moſt ing Contrition, the greateſt Thanksgi- 
ving? If on that the Papiſts Kricel too, and with 
a Wrong Intention; why ſhould any Faulr of cheirs hinder 
me from ex myDury » What they do on No Reaſon, 
why ſhould not I do on che Beſt » eſpecially when we have 
ſo lolemnly diſclaimed chem, and fo a_ declar'd our 
own. As we are not to difuſe the Holy , be- 
cauſe the Papilts have made ic an Idol : So may,gve con- 
tinue our Reyerence, tho' they have paid it Adoration. 


 $- The Croſs in Baptiſm, or rather after iſm, has 
in it as lirtle of Popery too. To Worſhip the Croſs, to 
Aſcribe any Vercue to. the Sign, or .to iſe ones Self 

Defence from it, may be : to Ulc ic as a 


that 


'cr) : all Occaſions r 
themſclves ia mind of our Saviour's —_— for them, 
gainſt their own, 


then. It was the common Token and of thoſe that be- 
long'd to Chriſt ; and was afterwards the Imperial Ban- 
ner of the Great Corftartine, the firſt Chriſtan Empogour, 


fading the Crols of Chriſt 
Superſtition among the Romanifts, 
| do not know what Vertue 


in that Intention, aſter | 

miſtred , the Pricft is 

y the Admiſſion of the 
re Viſthly roo by that | 

Shame is the Chriſtian 
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keeping of thoſe rwo great Days with more Devotion, 
there was likewite in the Church lome time beforchand fer 
gant, for better Recolleftion , and greater Preparation: : 

he number of Days in fome Places more, in tome bes. 
That cf Forty, no ſttiows Nunber, had obcain'd in 
the IF.ft.m Courtrey ;, nd therefore was ſtill kep: : and 
would to God it were as Religioully obferved, as it was 
Picufly a ted. Whaſandsy too, the Day on which the 
Holy-Gholt deſcended, was Obicrv'd Alwavs, and Univer- 
lally by che Ancicnt Church. Oncly the Nativity of ovr 
Saviour was of latcr remembrance, but yer bejore Pupery 
canic in : Firſt obſerv'd in the Witters Church ; and atter- 
wards taken up by the Eft rs, in St. Chrrſthear's tirne, as it 
lands recommended by him tw the People of Antioch. 
Other times beſides thele have been —_— too for 
our Religious Aſlemblics ; which beſides the general Wore 
ih/p of God, the Examples of his Saints and Martyrs arc 
gratctully remembred, and rue propoyd, and tholc Days 
arc call'd commonly by the Name of the Perfon then 
particularly Commcemorated : Not that the Worſhip is 
to the Saint, or that the Day is employed in his Honour ; 
onely becauic on the Occalion of his Mcemery or Manyr- 
dom, we come as to Pay our other Dutics to our 
God, © to thank him for the Graces" of hs Servant, and 
to be Edified and Inſtrutted by the Example. Ir is cruc the 
Church heretofore, when God had been bounntul to them 
in the Number of his Saints, increaſed in ſome i0n 
thole Days of his Worſhip: and it is to be Contefſed that 
Pepery had both acknowledged Saints ro God, which he 
might not own, and gave the T rue Saints an Honour, which 
they muſt diſclaim. But with ns the Number of thoſe 
Days is not greater then that the Aﬀairs of the World 
may well comply ; and as the Number of the Apoſtles is 
not large, fo their Santiry fure is unqueſtonablc * and 
then on thoſe Days we neither Beicech by their Merits, 
nor Recommend our Selves to their Intercetfion. You 
{ce then how unreaſonable the Objetion of Pupery is here 
t00 : bur ſee to what abſurdity it goes on. Firſt it is 
pos'd Pepery to keep a Day in the Memory of an 


' '4 
eb Obſerve y it felf : and confiderd about 
Changing the Day. Nay are 


ſome ſo perveriely - 
flizious on the other hand ; as thar That Day, on which 
all the Chriitian World remembers our Saviow"s Bitter 
Paine, has feemi'{ to them the firter for a Feaſt; and the 
Time Ubiverfally now {ct Apart for the Joytul Memory 
of his Bleſied Nativity , the more proper for a Faſt. 
This indeed is not liks the Pops : No, it is like a Foy, 
of a Heathen. 


$o I hope it has fofficiently appear'd, how little guilty 
thoſe Uliages arc of the Popery of which they are accuP'd : 
the chict deligns of theſe papers. Bur having nor been ablc 


herein he may fee chat the firſt Governours of 
'd Church did not only uſe their Liberty, and 
m as things Indifferent ; bur as things expedient, 
which were oblig'd in all Godly Prudence. | 


he Perſons who now enforce this account may 
much of themiclves as that the weakeſt of their 


— themfelves with fo narrow a view; 
other reſpets more weighty, and things more prattt- 
expett their care. 


in the Reformation there were morc conſiderations to 
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thoſe our Brethren, not fo well Sarhed clicwhere 
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the Ear ; and ſbould fo far forget its Benefits, as rather at 
that time to think impertinently of an old Superſtition that 
was goae, and of Popery that was aboliſhed ; than to joyn 
and recognize our Saviours Death, and their formcr Vows, 
and zealoully to reſolve the Profeſſion of their Holy Faich in 
deſpight of all its Enemies ? But on this Subject I proceed no 
furthcr to the other unqueſtionable parts of our Ritual ; 
-_— that even the lefler Appointments have therr 


When therefore the Reformation began ; for ſuch juſt 
Reaſons, and ſeveral Reſpetts to others, and to our ſelves, 
was the preſent Form Eſtabliſhed. 

At that time the other Proteſtant Church of Calvar's At 
41 (that the Reader may not think it forgot above ) was but 
juſt ſet up in the narrow Tannny of Geneva 5 and theres 
hes tndinds not much conſider by cur Romany ny 
under their gencral Rule, that as they begg'd leave in Indat- 
fercnt things to uſe their own Li , © they impovYd not 
on other Churches. By our leave t the Refor mers 
of that place might have us'd fewer Ceremonies,and thoſe of 
their own lavention, fo they would be plcaſed not to dictate 
oben O——_ ob. 
where iſe we pry nh the 
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But theſe falſe Principiescould not be fixed ſo; were 
purſued by their own Party, and run down in Fatt. For as 
to the Firſt, rhcre roſe up thoſe that could no more ſpye out 

rianiſm in the Bible, than had been fu to 


every thin did; for faying You rather than Thou 
- She Har before 


other Maxime, it was found out at laſt, that Gezeve it ſelf, 
was not far from /raly; and Claſſes and Synods ( who would 
have thought it ? ) were eſtcemed a little 9þ too; if they 
valued tbcmſclves on their diſtance from Kome ;, there were 
thoſe that could go farther than they. The Ind 

preſently outwent th-m : theſe were outſtri by others ; 
od eg Bo Ggcker Homer Bithes 24g but all things 


moving cx culas : thetc laſt came very nigh to that poi 


on the 085 which they ſe BY wc x 
other ; oac pretcndiag ladall it, we 
Legions; and all the Oppaktion tothe Pope Rame ended 


in this, that every Maa was to be Pope 
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England, not natural nor proper 16 it , though with us too 
cloſely combin'd : Ridiculus untruths of a deſtruttive Na- 
_ to 'be diſclaimed and diſcountenanced by all fober 
en. 
However our Forcizn Brethren of that Conſtitution, as 
they _— their Form of Gov t for t Vs 


and not for us, for a Bord of Peace ard Diſcipline at home, 
and not to givedilturban e abroad ;, ſo they will, we do nor 

ion, give us leave to think ſo well of our own way, 25 
not to be willing to ex e it for any other ; that may in 
Charity be allowed to on equal terms, but will not we 


nope proven Me cntnen ths and reaſons 


of our Reformation, were at a loſs, tho late Deſign 
might mean of bringing our Charch nearcr to the Proteſtants 
abroad (to thoſe of our Brethen of Calvin; way we ra 
they intended.) We hope the Intention was aot to infinu- 
ate an unjuſt reproach ;, as if we had not the Amity and At- 
feftion for them which we ought, did not rejoyce in their 
Edification, or compaſſionate their Aﬀition : but only 
this, to alter 'our Conſtitution into a acarer r<ſz:mblance 
with theirs : Burt if any of ours deſired this for Amendment, 
as a farther Reformation and greater Perfe tion, it was be- 
cauſe they were not pleav'd to conſider their own frame well : 
nor could any honeſt man of our Church , and wh» under- 
ſtood her ri 3 have ever = And if the —_— 
was only Political, (though the Policy appears not) yet w 
be for thoſe Proteſtants to come nearer 


ago, 
vpon mature Deliberation : for al- 


to be put upon the People; that thoſe 
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to whom ſome of our Diſſenters pretend a nearer gy__ 
are the onely Reform'd and Proteſtants in the World: as i 
the Lather ax were not to be underſtood by his own Name. 
The other is this, that th. Calvinft is fo great, that the 0- 
ther deſerves not to be mention'd : whereas the other have 
ſill been the far Number, and the much more con- 
fiderable. Our Trade indeed makes us look into Hollend, 
(where tho? the true Calvimſts make not above a third of the 
pon ;) and our Faſhions into Frexce, (and would to God 
ir Numbers increas'd there; ) we ſpeak much of Savezer- 
and the Lower Palatinate : but we forget to take notice 
of the large Couatrys that are intirely of the other Profeli- 
on z as Denmarks, S the Dominions of the Eletor of 
and Brand-nbowrgh, of the Great Houſe of Lanen- 
burgh, and the many Imperial Cities. So that theDeſign 
mention'd b<fore of coming nearer to the Reformation a- 
broad, was nothing elſe but this : to perſwade us to go far- 
ther from the Univerſal Church Primitive, from the Major 
part of the Moderns Reformed, from our innocent agreement 
with general Chriſtianity, from thoſe of our ſelves who 
are much cdilied by our Preſent Conſtitation ; to come nearer 
to thoſt abroad,who (to ſpeak in the faire& language)are not 
bettcr conſtituted than our iclves 4 and to comply with thoſe 
at home, who are cei taialy neitherthe greater por the beſt part 
of us; as gore why to the talleſt and moſt deſtructive Preju- 
dice,opp9i.tc to al! Catholick Agre-ment,and to Countenance 
and Encourage 2 voſt caule}- fs and Scdiczous Separation. 

But to return from this Digreſſion: We have ſcety vpon 
the View of the Particulars moſt in queitiou vv Pupery is 
them, no Superiticicn nor Idolairy, no favour nor tendency 
to any of the Kaman Corruptious ; noching in them that is 
not to the promoting of Gods Honour, the raiſing , 
of our Devotion, and the Teaching of our Duty; nothin 
but what cither was ia uſe before Popery took place, or mul 
be allow'd comm-ndable even in the Papiſts themſelves. 

And yet notwithitanding, all the Zealous abhorrence 


SE 


Popih Imecntion , 
Papiſts Rill : Tie grofleſt and the maſt 


that ever was invented. 

We have ſcen 21 what ends this notorious Un- 
truth was firſt devis'd the Diffenting Party ; to widen 
che ton, to fix men in it, and to keep at an ir- 
recoacileable + Butl cannot tel it had 
net > pr A 

no Reaſon, one ſo fcandaloolly 
> Gena — their 
forſakciag us, but now beſides for all this Injuſtice 
have done ws, aid the Cahimnies under which 
left us. For ſo under the ON Law, where a man 
ure have put away his Wife, and withonut Cauſe 


if he had given occaſion of Specch againſt her, 
Lroughtan Name upon her, had accuy'd her to 
been z he was then by the Judgement of the El- 


ders to make by a Pecuniary Mult, to ſuffer 


b 


: 
It 
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of 


nor that Sence of their Duty to our common Father, by 
which we are oblig'd to make our joint Appearance before 
Him z yet in common juſtice they ſhovld have forbore their 
Slaunders, and in reverence to the God of Truth they ſhould 
not have condemned us fo rathly, in marzers that concern 
him. For ſeems it ſo ſmell a thing to any man, eſpecially 
to one that profeſſes a more render Sence of his Duty, to 
ne ap er _— God —_ World of 
Superſtiri inations, tdolhatry, of perverting 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, and corrupring his Worſhip, of car- 
rying the Souls of men into Error and Sin, and endange- 
ring their Erernal Salvation : Were pon of 
ar_— that had the care of the Pariſh, 


could be mide han 7 Bat when'ir 
© oe ofthe Paſtors and Tearhon of a_Great —_ 
what 


the Conftitirtiorr and Frame of x whole Nurioral 


dice is not to us, but to w 
from us : who have been ſcar'd by ir i 
Qtion 4 have been | | 


_ So bi 
its ſingle guilt 
on. 

noe thay ye be not fays our Lord and Maſter + 
And, than hee 56 another: Servant ? ſays his Bleſled 
Apaltlc. So uawarrantable and daggerovs a thing it isto paſs 
a Peremptory ſentence, even upan our fellows 
«105 gr be mr your wg ge it. is 4 
upon his Aut ITY, 


, but 
akon ori 


Hs s..x 
clude in the caſfieſt and an Heres rope ; Thed : that 
© this way w» deſtroy our Reputation with the Vulgar, have 
©3t provided well for their own with | t men, they 
will not after this, be well able to make their Pretences 
to much knowledge, and their Profeſſion of greater zeal for 
Truth. For the difference betwixt us and Popery is ſo wide, 
that thaſe who accuſe us of it, except they excuſe themſelves 
cannot be well allow'd by the world to boaſt 

Conſcience and Integrity. 

| cannot t:1! whether moſt of their Teachers are not di- 
rely guilty of this great Untruth : However, whether or 
no they Preach it for poſitive Doftrine, yet this we are ſure 
of ; there is rothing more common with their Auditors : it 
is this fancy that keeps them faſt to their own way,and gives 
them their greateſt avcrſion for ns. 

Some of thePcople indeed out of Ignorance are betrayed 
into this Slander : and yet there too the Ignorance is ſome- 
thing too groſs, and toocafic to be removed, than that it 
ſhovIdQualife the fault much. They need for better informa- 
tioq but peruſe curArticlesof Religion, which are very ſhort , 
and look into our Prayers,a Book m every ones ; they 
need but come to thoſe near Places, where the Law and their 
Duty calls them; and have patience to hear their proper Tea- 
chers: And even this their Ignorance is too much. 
their Favlr, to their Defence. * 

But however this Blind Zeal and weak Ignorance of the 
people, if it ball be allow'd in Plea for them, muſt it not 
then be charg*d upon thoſe who hare uſurp'd the care of 
them? T hoſe who have unwarrantably and in their own wrong 
taken wpon them their Inſtruftion,are notto anſwer for 
their  eulpable want 'of Knowledge ? Bot how careful ſhould 
they be that they donot theſe uncharitable preja- 
—— ih ſuch untruths, that they are 
_ c_ that weakneſs, and the Authors of their 


or whence is it, | —_ 
ſuch Prejudices, but from the Diſcourſes of their Meetings: 
Do they not there find and our Chorch in a 7 
the Rires ofthat Church ſo mention'd; a+ 
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and themſelves flattered with the Title of True Proteſtants, 
to our Excluſion ? If they donot there call the Sur- 
ice a Rag of Babylon, or our Prayers the Engliſh Maſs ; 
are not will Worſhip, and Superſtition, carnal Ordinan- 
Gn en anrltand by Oblique Refetions, and peculiar 
iven tounderl | E 
FRET that there 15 a5 let Ditfereace as they have heard 
DiſtinCtion ? 

Hence it comes to paſs that the True bred Diſſcater will 
no more come iato our Church, than into a Houſe of Rimmon : 
a Cathedral is a very Abomination. Tobe at Prayers, wayld 
beto be at Maſs : and if you ask them their Exception 2t the 
Book, they Thank God they have never look*d int. They 
leave their Fricnds before vos bay buried, they are fo frigh- 
ted at the Service that is to be ſaid : as if the Parſon in 
white were an Apparition. And when a Relation of theirs 
is to be Chriſtacd;cho* the Office be perturm<d at home,in no 
Superſtirious place; yer they will not alliſt at that for which 
they came, and fly away from the Sign of the Croſs as falt, 
asthe Papiſts fancy cvil Spirits do. Or if any of theſe y 
Surpriſ. or miſtake chance to be Ro at the Prayers ; they 
take care to ihew their averſion by their looks an g:ſture; 
they puc themſ.lves {treizht ia ſome croſs poſture of body, or 
ditpolition of mind : it the Minilter.calls to kncel, thcy will 
chuſc to fit; and when the holy words he pronounces ſpeak 
the Worſhipot God, Praiſes or Prayersto him, they de- 
vor *ly think of the Superſtition or Ignorance of the Prieſt, 
and {mile at tre Folly of the reſt. Such Profanation do a 
great part <i them take our Werihip to be: and fo fearful 
are they of partakivg in it. 

Theie ar. the ridiculous andgtruly. igtiorant conceits of 
their b-tter mcaning followers ; highly usjuſt to us, but moſt 
Sc:ndalous to their own Teachers. But theſe abſurd fancies 

are not more ridiculous, than the pretences their Leaders 
Trav from then: : when they deſire Allowances for the weak- 
neſles of thoſe, they have made ſo z and would have the Go- 
verament on all Occalions to —_ ſuch Errors as they 
ſhall. be able to :cach: uſing tlic known M in- 


ſtrutting the People to fancy Gripaces firit, and 4ben 
"gr in - 
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as their Name,but for their own Intereſts, Importuning aiRe- 
C 


But theſe Lezders of the Party might Conſult better for 
the weakneſs of thcir People, if they would try to cure it by 
bctier Information : and they might eaſily acquit themſelves 
of the Guilt of Slaundering our Church, by begiuning to 
do her Right. Let them then for once come nearer the Re- 
formes Churches abroad themſelves; and own that to the 
World, which thoſe have never Scrup 
them honeſtly tell their 


we deteſt and Renounce Us Pepiſh Corruprions and St 
ſtirions as much as they ;, that the Belief and DoQrrine 
Church is the ſame with theirs , that the very few Ons 
nies we have retain'd, have nothing of Sin or Abomination 
in th:m. Let them conf={ that a good devout Prayer is ne- 
ver the leſs (©, for being provided before hand, read out of a 
Bork, or by on: in White, and not in Black or Gray; that 
if the People will but bring tneir thoughts to Church as well 
epar*d asthz words arc, they will be heard molt acceptably 
"th their God, Let them own that there is no more harm 
in the Sign of the Croſs made by the hand, than in the word 
that ſignifies it from the mouth ; and that men may be as in- 
nocently ſhewn one way as another, what thing they arc 
nor to be aſham*d of. Ler them acknowledg that there is no 
more Sin intended, in being on our Knees at the Commoni- 
on,than there is in being truly penitent and humbly thankful. 
And laſtly, to ſum up wt > mt 0 that a Chri- 
ſtian of our God as is preſcrib'd 
bim there, and believes and bers the Dorkeine there taught 
him, is by the Grace bar publiſh tho ch ma way of Salva- 
nwx4e ar rn iſh this to numbers they 


have ; = an. ry if they are Truths, in Conſcience 
they are codpity) they may then be heard to excuſe 


themſelves from the blind uncharitableneſs and cous 


unright 
Slanders of their A a Church of Chriſt, ſo 
xt ona 1 Apr — 


ed toour CG repreſen ed ps. ry rm Deed 


richer is | it my wtentioa to ſpeak of that Perſonal one,under 
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which its Miniſters have ſuffered beſides. The ground indeed 


for ſuch a Jealouſic,is not impoſlible in Nature; but it is from 
=- ſame want of Charity, that thoſe Perſons who are under 


me Obligations of Conſcience againſt Popery, mul: 


its — Favourcrs. If in a Multitude one or 
have been under the ſuſpicion of having 
does that affett the reſt of the Body, 
= oor" be the firſt to diſfown and renounce them ? Were 
the eleven Apoſtles to be termed Traytors for F- 
das ? Or is our Nation tobe denominated from the few Ma- 
lefaQtors of its number, which it puniſhes as ſoon as it diſ- 
covers? We have of Church-men ſome too, it may be in- 
clinable to the Separation: why are not the Diſſenters 
pleaſed too for their ſakes to think favourably of the whole : 
and to let us all be True Proteſtants on the one ſide, by ſame 
reaſon we are Papilts on the other ? But is it not ſtrange 
that Refer who have — ſubſcrib'd to the DC = 
wt orma Degree in the Univerſity, at 
— their Inſtitution to anyPrefer- 
—__ have publickly read and owned theſe Articles in 
their ſeveral Congregations, that thoſe who have given all 
manner of aſſurances to the World, muſt be ſuf] ſtill 


large, of Religion they are? God 
them their uncharitableneſs : bs > 
they have not made us Jews or Mabwnerans, 

It may have been enough to all honeſt Men, and truly 
to have ſhewn them the untruth of the pre- 
judice that has been raiſed CONC, CONES 
quity of the lrreligious — ſo they 
wou be afraid to ſpe: & Evil ly a Church of Chriſt, 


fg 
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weft BCuſumnm thc DunngeeatFreadice iebrings 
on the Cauſe of God. 

The Differences and Schiſms that have happened in Pro- 
teſtant Churches have, it is known, been very ſcandalous to 
the Common Cauſe, and formed into an Argument againſt 
us. It is ſaid by our Adverſarics, that as ſoon as we fell from 
them, we fell from Unity and Order, and that the infinite 
folly of the following Separations, was but a Conſequent na- 
tural to the firſt: That it was a qe Pride and Oppoſition 
that ingaged us hrſt in the Schiim; and that we had noBowels 
for the Diviſions of the Church. Sce therefore, fay they, how 

break into endlefsFrattions z they are no more tender of 
their own Communion, than they were of ours ; they part 
out of Humour and Fancy, and in this they do us right, they 
ſubmit to noother Conſtitution. 

It is cruc, that the wantonneſs and petulance of Men has gi- 
ven too much place to this reproach already ;, but when 
meaſure of a thorough Reformation _ the utmoſt Op- 
poſition to Rome, and a Proteſtant clled and 

Popiſh for ſome common innocent Uſages ; then it 
it is that the Romiſh Advocates may U—_ thea may 
they jultly inſult; Here, ſay they, you ſcover the right Pro- 
_ Temper ;, you may ſee in the True Proteſtant ,, and the 

rue Refor the True Spirit of Comtradiflion : How upon a 
Pique to us, fall ovt with all Chriftendom ;, and will 
leave the Churches of all Ages for our ſakes : Let u; but uſe 
what is Primitive or Orderly, and we may have them as In- 
decent, Confus'd, and Ridiculous as we pleaſe. 

For the Truth 1s, the Principle thoſe men have choſe does 
not only randeloufly condems the Churches of the Second 
and Third Ages ; but is the moſt inconvenient that could 
be imagined, and may bring them intoas great Abſurdities, 
CONE one ae nn nay bot 

may take its ures z manage, 
the humour of Oppoſition, as eaſily as a Vow of Obes? 
it is bur their taking one fide, and our Sectarics are bound 
to take the other they are to be led by Contraries, and 
out of a CRdiſh will refuſe what the other would 
ſeem togirect. So may the Komaniſt appropriate ARES 
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all Gravity, Decency, and Antiquity: And ſhould he re- 
form, may be not expet that theſe would quit the Refor 


mation 
This is the direct of the Principle; and this 
way it goes, though the Papiit may not think fit to follow 
it: However we have ſcen what occalion of Obloquy and 
Rcproach it gives, and what a Diſparagement and Dif-re- 
tion it brings on the Cauſe of the Reformation : Shame- 
to our ſelves, . aud an Offence to thoſe that otherwiſe 
might come to us. We may now fee in the next piace, how 
it tes by the Odium it faſtens on our Church, and what 
miſchicf it produces there ; how convenient ſcrvicea- 
ble the Scandal is to the Deſigns of Rome, if not invented 
yet fomented by them, and it ſelf therefore to bz eſtecmed 
Popiſo for mu. h better reaſon than our Ceremonies have 
cn. 
For after the Reformation was, by the Grace of God, 
once brought about,ard the Church of Kane could not hinder 
her Corruptions from being ſeen, and her Uſurpations from 
being laid open ;, all that they in their Craft could deviſe, 
or the Malice of the Devil could have ſuggeſted, was to di- 
vide and diſ-unite thoſe that were gone away , and' tg pro- 
mote Variance and Diſagreement between us. But the de- 
lign was never more Artificial, than when they were able to 
raiſe a Jcalouſie, that one part of this Reformation was Po- 
piſb ſill ; and could make men overlook all the ſubſtantial 
difference of this Church trom that of Rome , and conclude 
them the only from the. common uſe of ſome indiffe- 
rent thi he Church of England, they found, had ma- 
nifeſted +> wy expoſed them beyond any de- 
fence, and raiſcd upa fix'd and reſolute Indignation againſt 
ergy 7 on long as it meakdder,raticnel & well groun- 
ded, they could not pollibly withſtand : they try therefore 
whether they cannot divert it upon ſomething clſe,and dire 2 
it againſt its own Party ;,whether they cannot take thisArtil- 
lery, turn it upon ſomething laudable and innocent, aad 
level it agaiaſt irs Friends. Being Hatred to Popery is un- 
avoidable, let the my Cr be Popsſh too. So are the 
we 


Romaniſt: content, may come in 6 Raw. af che 
r,, 
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Guilt, that not only part&f their Worſhip, but the whole 
_—_ | Papa OREII ADB 
cu erves mn e [4 C c 
thoſe that ore in the re. "oF 

con twp wy, - illaries have acc their 
errand in one ſence. If they have not thoſe of our 
Communion, yet have ſeduced others to bclieve it done : 


Papsſt: ; at leaft in the Opinion of the 
Diſſenter. If he may be and we are to be added 
wn on en ay anc; 
to 
cenbderadlo In thair Comnry « at haſt well may ther 
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to ſatisfie him in the ſign of the Croſs, or kneeling at the 
Communion, as ſoon as he finds himſelf Convinc'd of the 


lawfulneſs of that Popery, he may be willing to yield to the 
reſt, and comply as undiſcerningly as before he abbor- 
red. Such an Intention as this, we may ſce,is feaſible ; 
how far it has been practiſed in FaRt, 1 will not fay, or 
EL 

or making yres the 
Method, than to infect the 


n, the Jealouſics the 
heighten our Divitons bY Animoſiies, bak and tter us, 
es hinder vs from joyning in what” might oppoſe thei, 
and prevail that we have no common Intereſt. Nay, things 
have been ſometime. brought to that pals, that the Sectart- 
ans have rather joynd with the Papiſts themſelves, and in 
publick Counſcls contederated with their preteaded Enc- 
mies to impeach our better Eſtabliſhment. So much Po- 

= were we then, Qart the profeſſed Roma Catholickh was 
And now by force of this accurſed Scandal, fee into what 
difficulty the Church is brought : either ingaged in a perpe- 
tual inteſtine quarrel, if ſhe ſtands as ſhe is, or elſe obliged 
tochange at the pleaſure, and by the direction of her ſworn 
Enemics. If ſhe thinks fit to ſtand on h:r own bottom, 
where ſo many good and neceſlary Conſiderations have fix*d 
her, and where ſhe has reſted ſo lon” ; Ts mult then expect 
the continuance of all the Diiſeating Out-cries; nay, want 
of Moderation reproached, and the Schiſm imputed to her, 
even by ſome of her own popular Sons. If ſhe ſhall be in- 
clinable to comply , where ſhe lawfully may, yet there 
the humorous Exceptions are ſo various and ſo un 
that ſhe ſeesno good Ifſue 3 has no reaſon to preſume that 
the Fattion deſires to be content ; neither can tell what 
Church ſhe ſhall be at laſt, if ſhe is to alter ſtill, as often as 
Eſtabliſhments ſhall be accus'd ro correſpond with Rome. 


Now. 
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Now the Church of Rome ,which has fix'd it ſelf invariably 
upon the Council of Trent , and for tne ſame Reaſon would 
have its Adverſaries unſettled itill , moiſt williagly ſees us 
alter, ſhift, and change ; not only that the uneafine fs, incon- 
ſtancy, and uncertainty may be verificd upon us, with which 
ay ſorffecime reproach us ; that ours may be {till waycring 
and more calily drawa to them ; and that theirs may be un- 
willing to come to us, into a Body fo mutable, and after an 
whole Aze { little ſatisfied of the Lawfulncfs of its Rites 
and Uſages; but iu hop<s too, nay, out of certain 
that by ſuch changes we ſhall be further from ſertl. ment than 
before, and _ to the Diſlalution th.y would indcavour. 

The DemanQ:d Alucrations it is plain, are not for the ſa- 
tisfattion of thoſe that are of our Communion; but of thoſe 
that arc\hot : and by ſuch our own may be ſcandaliz'd and 
ſhaken ; bur the others will hardly be oblig'd. For when 
we are ready to change, not mov'd by Arguments and Rea- 
ſon, (for thoſe are moi? Frivolous and Sophiſtical) but to 
comply with Fancy, or gratite Opp»fition z the Humour 
it is certai:, will be the mor - hard to fat'sfie ; and obſti- 
nacy, whe? in-oura,'d, will on;, Icarn to ask more : EC 
pecally whin the Princ-p.. oy; wwich they move is full of 
endleſs ditl-ti>ſa;tiou, ard nas an <qual quarr.l againic the 
whole Conititution. So thei wh.n tiiy nive eflcctcd one 
altcration, they have only mad. way for an-ther ; aad are 
never likely to relt, tt! th y have deitrcy ed the whole. 
Now for Example, the Surpiic:, the Crofs, aa knceling at 
the Sacrament, are demanded ro be releas\l + rhe parcicy- 
lar vje:tions againit them arc quite out cf Cuicnance, 
and no longer prefl:d ; only thac General one cf Pupery, or 


a General Scrupulous Faicy aad Hucgonr vihikt they call 
Confcicnce, arc now urg'd. It is evident then tha. is ; 


caſy a mater for th: ſame Maſters of theie Scrvj1c3 to 
teath their Auditors, for as worthy Ruatons, to be Gif 
fativicd wich more: an! it 153+ plaia thit thiey bac wir 
dy C4 12ht them 3 4 « icral Av. ii Should tt , +TYE ©. et 
knocling at the Sacrament themict. 2 mil if no he 

be a gr-at Offeace to it: the Miniſter, or any ocher k1.c | - 
As now they pretend an Offence at the Sign of the Crofs, 
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no Form at all? 50 


that it is n—_ thoſe things are rather 2d to begin, and 
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number, God forbid but 
could it have been 


h know well what Spirit 
:« - and to what it drives 3 upon 

and the medley of the Fer- 
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not the Charity gr  Condeſceation that any. R 
would r<commend angpend jo bar are lg i all hey Prodexce 
aad.thyje Duty to the Chuxeh,to take in more conſideratiors, 
reaps tea. Loves Wiier may Comprehend. They 
are ts re Ba tho beyond dkgn of ths Paragraph 
theanhions But this + on this jar bur 

hings are 


no probable 
he Papi be az well and wie chat. 
Penner; qud neither fully ſatisfy'd but 
tion. 

is a Change, tho”. in things perfeftly Indifferent, no 
Indiffereat- thing, But all things call'd Indifferent arc not 
of <qual Indiffercace;, and —_— the change This 
Maxime, _ we arg ſpeaking ſwade, w 
Dilſenters- <ndeavour, and ye _ IS wiſh, 
is ſtill for the worſe, The Gn in 
our Government and Rituals : ama ter 
cient Order, and” ov'd d; and the 
Primitive, Churd "d: hay vn ſepſble w wich what diſ- 
CY 2 that here is no Novelty to 
reproach z and that, the Truly Catholick Church is of 
our fGde. They have a Church in their fight, as it were 
one of the firſt Ages reviv'd , upbraiding by its Pre- 
ſence, aud diſcovering the Counterfeit b the Compariſon. 
To diſorder and confound this, is the Folly. of the one Par- 
E; ond, mich we ad to drive us off from the 
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